


- Mills shoots
~for impact in
‘False Arrest’

By Deborah Starr Seibel

ossetted in a home of elegant country
c charm, Donna Mills, decked out in

faded jeans and a hand-embroidered
shirt, completes the picture of a small,
secluded Benedict Canyon estate that could
fool you into believing you’ve left Los
Angeles. ‘
Warm and welcoming, she blends effort-
lessly into an atmosphere where home-grown
roses grace country pine tables. Low, wood-
beamed ceilings and cozy window nooks soft-
Iy diffuse harsh midday light. And a treasured
collection of antique teddy bears stands at
friendly attention, mounted on the dining room
At first glance, you might think thisis a
“put-your-feet-up” environment representa-
tive of a relaxed personality—until Mills
begins to speak. Only then do you geta
sense of the former professional dancer who
seems to have transferred the requisite pun-

ishing self-discipline of dance into a deter-

mined climb up the treacherous Hollywood
ladder. Only then do you glimpse her laser-
like career focus and intensity-—on display
this week in the two-part mini-series “False
Arrest” (8 p.m. Sunday and Wednesday,
ABC-Ch. 7). :

. The four-hour drama centers on the true

story of Joyce Lukezic (played by Mills), an
Arizona businesswoman wrongly accused,

convicted and sent to prison in 1980 forcon--

spiracy to commit a double murder. As the
story unfolds, Lukezic slowly loses the sup-

port of her husband (played by Robert Wag- -

ner), is separated from her children and is
forced to call upon every inner resource to
survive a terrifying three-year prison ordeal.

“She’d been set up,” Mills said. “The
story of how this woman coped after being
brutalized in jail, how she took the bull by
the horns and got herself out of it, absolutely
fascinated me.”

Mills was initially attracted to the role
almost two years ago after reading about it
in the paper. The article said that a friend of
Mills, Hollywood television producer
Leonard Hill (“The Long Hot Summer,”
“Jack the Ripper”), had purchased the rights
to the story. “I called him vup immediately
and said, ‘Len, I'want to do this one. I like
this story.” ”

Having already consolidated her standing
as one of the reigning queens of made-for-
television movies, Mills was in a good posi-
tion to ask for the role. But given her current

. contract commitment to CBS to develop and

produce four (and possibly six) of her own
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Joyce Lukezic (Donna Mills) and her husband, Ron (Robert Wagner), run the gauntletf of

reporters as they enter the courtroom for her trial in “Faise Arrest.”

- As Abby Ewing, the men in Donna Mills’ life
have included J.R. Ewing (Larry Hagman,
above), with whom she entered into a busi-
ness deal in a second-season episode of
“Knots Landing,” and Michael York, who
joined the soap in 1987 as Abby's first true
fove and the man who broke her heart.

television movies, you have to wonder why
this story so captured her imagination that
she asked to be uvtilized as “hired help.”

Mills said the story plays directly into her
worst fears. “I have always had a fascination
and a great fear about going to jail if you’re
innocent. I couldn’tdo it.

“I'm very claustrophobic. Maybe that has

something to do with it. I don’t like eleva-

tors, enclosed places or small rooms.”

Mills” fascination with the story also
reflects her increasing desire to step into the
lives of women very different from those

" she portrayed during the early stages of her

career.

“In the *70s,” Mills said, “you played some-
one’s wife, someone’s secretary or semeone’s
mistress. Those were the roles that were avail-
able. I was chased, raped, robbed, everything
you can imagine—and some man always
came to my rescue. :

“That’s the difference now: You can see
women being abused or whatever, but the
way they get ont of it is through their own
inner strength. It’s a very different image.”

It was during her nine-season run (1980-
89) as Abby Fairgate Ewing Sumner on the
popular prime-time soap opera “Knots
Landing” that Mills said she began to under-
stand the importance of portraying women
of considerable mettle and substance. “I
began to see the response from women—the
fan mail that started coming in—and how
positive it was.

“This character (Abby) was supposed to
be a bad guy but yet they loved her because
she was strong, ambitious, she got things
done and she didn’t cry on anybody’s shoul-
der. It was a very positive role model.

“I’ve had women come up to me and say
that they would sometimes start their day by
looking in the mirror and saying, ‘I’m going
to be Iike Abby today,” as a. way of boosting
their own self-confidence. And that made
me realize how influential television can be.
I didn’t make (the role) into a political state-
ment, but I suppose in some respects it was.
It made women feel betier, stronger.”

Mills herself, born and raised in Chica- .
go’s Norwood Park, is single and has always
been unusually independent. She is known
in the Hollywood community for her ability
to combine acting with a shrewd business
sense. ;

Encouraged by her late mother (*She
loved the theater”) and her now-retired oil
executive father (“He once bribed a nurse
into letting him out of the hospital with a
picture of me”}, she studied classical dance
from age 5. Impatient to begin her show
business career, she left the University of
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Illinois after one year to dance and act in Chicago-area
theaters and summmer stock.

A short stint as a New York stagc actor (as an under-
study in Woody Allen’s first play, “Don’t Drink the
Water”) led to television soap-opera stardom on “The
Secret Storm” and “Love Is a Many Splendored
Thing.” Her popularity in those roles was
parlayed—after re-negotiating her contract— into
guest-starring roles in prime time. Mills explained that

her strategy was based on overhearing a chance com-

ment.

“One day Fred Silverman (then a CBS programming
executive) let slip that daytime (in terms of television
advertising revenues) was paying for night time,” Mills
said. “Once I heard that, I said, ‘Okay, let me do prime
time,” "

The first such opportunity came in the form of a
guest-starring role on Burt Reynolds® “Dan August” in
1970. Reynolds then recommended Mills to his friend
Clint Eastwood, which fed, a year later, to Mills’ film
debut as Eastwood’s girlfriend in the 1971 thriller “Play
Misty for Me.”

Since then, Mills has not only had an enviable run as
Abby on “Knots Landing”™ but again has been able to
parlay good ratings into starring roles in more than 20
made-for-television movies, her most recent being
CBS’ “Runaway Father,” co-starring Jack Scalia.

“It takes a lot of work to make these things add up,”
Mills said. “And you’ve got to get very lucky, too.
You’ve got to have a character like I had on ‘Knots,’
and then get good ratings on the (made~f0r~teievision)
movies that you do, cmd then pick roles that are gonw
to make some impact.”

Mills hopes that includes such pet projects as “Faise
Arrest.” Given her fear of being shut in, she said the
experience of filming in a California juvenile detention
center—a setting as close as the production company
could come to duplicating Lukezic’s real-life
prison—was scary. But not nearly as hair-raising as
Mills® visit to a California women’s prison to prepare
for the role.

“I couldn’t wait to get out of there. In prison, (Joyce
Lukezic) is raped—Dby women—she’s assaulted and
they shoot heroin into her nose. Iasked Joyce if it was
really this bad and she said, ‘It was worse.’ Prison is
some place you never want to be.”

Asked if the role has made her even more carefni to
be a law-abiding citizen, Mills laughed. “Are you kid-

_ding? I don’t even speed anymore.”

B 7 p.m. (3) Matlock. Ben joins the
case when an insurance salesman is

accused of killing the marriage counselor

‘Es’)hé was having an affair with his wife.

B 7 p.m. (7) Family Maitérs. Steve
Urkel fails to make it on the basketball
team, but gives Laura advice when she
becomes a cheerleader and is rejected by
the other girls. O3

B 7 p.m. 3@ America’s Most Wanted,
A robbery suspect flees in Tennessee, and
a hitchhiker who preys on older single
women is wanted for murder and arson.

B8 7:30 p.m. (7) Step by Step. Frank \

and Carol join the melee in a biker bar,
where Cody uses martial-arts skills to
rescue Dana from ruffians. (302

B 8 p.m. (7) Perfect Strangers.
Baiki’s mother demands that he return to
Mypos or be drummed out of the family.
(Part 1 0f 2) O 00 :

B 8 p.m. (AE) Investigative
Reports: Is It Safe? This BBC program
looks at the controversy of whether doc-
tors with AIDS have an obligation to tell
patients of their infection.

# 8:30 p.m. 3 Dear John. Kirk
faces a shotgun wedding. O]

B 8:36 p.m. (7) Baby Talk. Maggie
starts dating Dr. Duck, a children’s TV

Mark Harmon stars in “Reasonable
Doubts” (9 p.m. on NBC-Ch. 5).

personality who turns out to be a real
turkey. (3]

B 9 p.m. (3) Reasonable Doubts. In
the first of a three-part episode about the
issue of date rape, Kay Lockman (Nancy
Everhard) faces the humiliation and
trauma of rape and its after-effects as a
date with popular police officer Andy
Cromyer (James Acheson) becomes a
nightmare. Mark Harmon and Marlee
Matlin star. G35
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(7)News[1 O (44) L.os Anocs Perdidos @2 Totally Hidden Video:
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(@8 America’s Backyard
44 Manuela

(BQ) Star Trek: The Next
Generation
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‘Dallas’ no ‘Dynasty’ copycat

- Don’t expect “Dallas” to follow “Dynasty’s s” lead
and do a serious reunion show, said Larry Hagman,
who played J.R. Ewing on the CBS series.

“T'd like to do an “Airplane!” version of ‘Dallas,”
said Hagman, in Philadelphia co-starring with his
former “Dallas™ mate Linda Gray in “Love Letters.”
“It would be more fun than to do it straight. What can
-1 wedo straiahf that we haven’t done before? It would
be ‘Dallas,” only not like ‘Dallas.’

“We’re a funny group of people. 1 know Patrick
Duffy would go for it, and certainly Miss Gray and
Barbara Bel Geddes. I d’xmk I could get everybody in

On it” From Tribune wire services
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. With Chil-
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(32) America’s Most Want-
ed: Robbery suspect flees in
Tennessee; hitchhiker who
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(5) News [J
{(7)News[J O3
{gj Night Court
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