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BY JAMES BRADY
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for Me, 1971. In much of her early work, prior to becoming
“Abby,” Donna seemed typecast as a victim. Was that
happening again in F alse Arrest? “No,” she said.
“This time the difference is the end—the good guy
wins, taking back her life.”

She’s a native Chicagoan whose father was an oil
company exec and whose mother taught dance, which
got Donna taking ballet as a child. This led to dane-
mg and acting in 'school plays. A year of drama at the

University of Illinois, summer stock and stage
& | work in Chicago got her eventually to New

| York, where she understudied in Woody Allen’s
| play Don’t Drink the Water. Then came soap op-
| eras and her big break—doing guest spots with
Burt Reynolds on his Dan August series. It was
Burt who mentioned Donna to Clint Eastwood,
who cast her as his girlfriend in Play Misty for Me.
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Incredible too is Ms. Mills, who was idle dese,»,bed b the ich her role was and I miss the [job] security.” So why did she walk
for nearly a year after quitting Knots Land-| “a wom, y = I“”’ﬁc  Susan King - away? “Abby was a wonderful character to play,”
ing in 1989. And when an actress in her 40s IEw:n 1 % she m Makes 4 said Donna, “but I felt I needed a new challenge.. It
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